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ABR Schools Celebrate the Holidays

Advance Bat o
charter schools  remained
busy throughout the month
of December. All five of
the schools held special
holiday celebrations and
volunteered in their
communities.

JANUARY, 2010

Santa before the holiday
break.

Lanier Elementary, music
teacher, Margaret Crain
hosted a Winter Concert
|that featured music
| celebrating the winter

Dalton Elementary students
hosted a Christmas Hanukah. Lanier also
program tit | Je ; cr—rr— participated in a program
Christmaso, t|®anasmilesyilpstaderés@t Dalton diiiosted by the Baton
the school 6s |ingdiftgiyeawayh ope s Rouge Police Department,
and expectations for this ACampus
school year. Students in grades K-5 used provided needy
musical, theatrical and oral performances to community with gifts and cloths for the
highlight the Christmas season. Students also holidays.
enjoyed Christmas parties and a visit from

Christmas, Kwanza and

Cont 6d Page 4

A Message From Our CEOQO:

Ms we begin the second semester and |l ook f or\

look carefully at what we have accomplished. Six short months ago, we began this journey
together, committed to raising student achievement and improving teacher quality. In that
time we have hired principals, teachers and staffs, recruited students through grassroots
efforts, forged relationships with parents and community members, had a successful and
orderly start to the school year (when many thought we would not), and daily, our students
are becoming better students. EAGLE benchmark testing data shows that students are
improving due to your targeted instruction. In short, through the hard work of our school
teams, we have begun the process of changing the culture of education in our schools.

At the same time, we need to stay focused on the challenges still before us. There is much
left to do to realize the total improvement necessary to provide the best education that we can
for our students. As testing week approaches some of our students will still have large gaps in
their knowledge base. This can all seem insurmountable at times, unless we focus on
reaching our goals one step at a time. As we move forward into the second half of this school
year , |
i mproving student

Every Child, Every Chance, Every Doy

Crusadeo
familie:

charge you to keep the f oclTbhesendaesultwfo ur
a c hi-elenry 8hepatd, ABRRCEDONn our futiur



. Averil Sanders

Principal

Assistant Principal:
Stephanie Simmons

Hours: 7:30AM-3:00PM

Glen Oaks Middle School, home
of the fighting rams, has
undergone a makeover this year.
With a new leadership team,
under the direction of Mr. Averil
Sanders, the school is becoming a
successful community school.

Two major programs have been
implemented at Glen Oaks this
year that have impacted the
school 6s

community involvement program
and the
program.

Pre-GED/Options

Rev. Cooper, of Greater Antio¢h
Full Gospel Baptist Church, ag-

Appreciation luncheon.

The
involvement t program, under the
guidance of Geraldine Coleman,
has begun to thrive this school
year with a drastic increase in

parental/community

parental involvement. Coleman
has hosted multiple events giving
parents a chance to be involved
in school acti vi
and Science
ciation luncheons and volunteer
opportunities. Mrs. Coleman has
also engaged the community in
the school by having them serve
as student mentors.

The Pre-GED/Options program,
started this school year, led by
Ms. Heather Hosmer, has given

cul ture:

dresses parents during Community

t iWNeed;,

overage students at Glen Oaks
Middle a second chance at their
education. The students are
working on their GED certificates
while gaining important soft skills
training that will prepare them to

Students work on resumes in Mg,
Ho s me r-GED/OPtions class.

be successful in the workplace.
This month, students began taking
courses at Louisiana Technical

Call ge to earn skills cerpflcates
t a d

aI})ng&de theff &

Another key change that is evident
at Glen Oaks is
program. Students are rewarded
weekly for good behavior with
AFun Fridayso
watching, ice cream parties,
participating in outdoor activities,
and awards ceremonies. Students
are also given opportunities to
hear from successful key leaders
in their communities who
encourage them to continue to
strive for excellence in their
education and their lives.

The faculty and staff at Glen Oaks
Middle School are committed to
providing a well-rounded educa-
tion to their students. For more
information, please contact the
school by:

Phone: (225) 357-3790

appre-

\, <
GLEN OAKS
MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Star Teacher:
Stephanie Gounder
Grade: 7th grade ELA

Stephanie Gounder joined
Teach for America after
interning in New York City
public schools in college. A
senior project on non-profit collaborations
post-Katrina, sent her to Louisiana. Now in her
second year of teaching ELA at Glen Oaks
Middle, Gounder is making her own impact on
the | ives of s oruitshk oL osuti usd eanr

Gounder enjoys the energy-level of her middle
school students and fostering a love for
reading and writing with them through lively

classroom discussions and
want to see my students grow at least two
years in reading this year and close the
achievement gap by 20% between Zachary
and Glen Oaks Middle School

Ms. Gounder is pleased with the strong

t N®mnsufith 8he sées buildh@ htSGlen Oaks

with faculty and students.

teachers are becoming more
Cdountefcl ude movi e

Star Student:

Paula Haynes

Grade: 8th

While most 8th grade

students are concerned

with passing the LEAP

and getting to high school, Paula Haynes is

already planning her post-college life in Japan

becoming a novelist.

Paula, the 13 year old daughter of Paul

Haynes and Tarlisha Ruffin, describes herself

as honest, sweet and nice.

always wanted to be an angel, and now | try to
live my | ife accordingly, o

Paula is an honor roll student at Glen Oaks

and this yeard6s Homecoming
enjoys reading, writing and listening to all

genres of music including J-Pop a form of

Japanese pop music. Paula has also begun

writing her first novel that is currently untitled.

Paula wishes to attend Baton Rouge High in
the fall and then on Princeton or NYU.



Basketball Season Builds Teamwork for Teens

Despite a season plagued with logistical Tyshanna Hills, point-guard for the Lady
struggles and scheduling conflicts, all of the Rams feals that fidespijte our shaky starft, w
ABR middle school sd b a stared dutahislseagoph es 5 teamsandiwe wile
developed a strong since of teamwork finish as a team. o
The Glen Oaks6 Rams, urPdersctiohe 6di bhegytsi amdofgijlrl s teams finishef@l thi
Coach Sedrick Knight and Courtney Trask, season on schedule with a final game versus
started January undefeated in the BRCSAA. Glen Oaks Middle on January 13, 2009.
Despite several game cancellations, the
Rams are 6-1, defeating teams such as The Prescott Patriots finished the season 6-5
CSAL, Clinton and Prescott Middle Schools. under the coaching of Roger Green. Despite
The Rams should complete their season by loosing Coach Green to illness at the end of
the end of January and begin preparing for the season, the Patriots put up a hard fought
championship play. game against Glen Oaks losing by only 3
points. Al dm so pr ouyd of what thoy hlave
Jerrico George, a point-guard for the Rams, accomplished this seal|son, Brescotavs GlenPake scdt t
is pleased with the way their season has Principal Perry Daniel.
turned out is thankful for the fundamental
skills of basketball he has learned this ~ The Lady Patriots, under the leadership of
season. fAOur whol e t ealfliR3a@olden finghed Be seasgn &4 ¢
and we have been working well as a team Coach Golden said of her season, fl do [not
since day one, 0 said Ge&R@ve @ne, star that emerged this season
because all of my players are stars. They
The Lady Rams have struggled this season, worked really hard and have put forth a lot of
going 1-6 in December, but are looking effort despite our |l oolsing season. A
forward to a strong finish to the season.
Lanier Faculty, Students and Parents Model Success
On Friday, December 11", 2009, students and faculty at Lanier Elementary strut
Can be a Model Event o held in the school 6s gymnasi um. The eon wast , h

a reward for students with good grades and good behavior ayodmustas d ¢
al so have a winning attitude. 0

Over 20 students participated in the runway show and were selected for their outstanding grades and good
behavior during the month of December. Students invited to attend the event were selected for their good
behavior during end of the semester testing and received no referrals to the office. Parents and staff from
Lanier Elementary also participated in the runway show, as well as guest models from Glen Oaks and Prescott
Middle Schools.

The runway show was divided into three categories: students, faculty and parents and were judged by a
faculty judging panel consisting of Ms. Zelda Brue, Ms. Crystal Franklin, Mrs. Carolina Jones and Ms. Erica
Mars.

First place in the fAstudento
Ms. Roslshira Dunn. Ms. Hudson took home first place
honor s in the M@Aparento cat g
Principal Sanders and Ms. Kaelan Dickinson took home first
prize in the 6facultyodo category.

O

Other winners included:

Students: 2 Pl ace: Mr. Sutton Ster | i ng™PacedMr.Mibbis Tao.
Cooper and Ms. Alacia Parker

Parents: 2™ Place: Mrs. Conner
Student model winners show off their certificatgs

Faculty: 2™ Place: Ms. Margret Howell and Mr. Jauquarius Stewart



